FREE CONCERTS FOR ALL!
WELCOME to the New Texas Symphony Orchestra’s 18th season! I cannot tell

you how excited we are to be back together with you for our first live performance
since 2019. We were just weeks away from our Spring 2020 concert when the
shutdown began. Reflective of our time apart, the theme for this season is
RENEW. In the season artwork and the individual concert themes, we hope
to share with how we have all processed through these times. Today, we begin
with our Imagination concert and the dawning of how we had to find a way to
figure things out. It is amazing what we can create when we must!
We open this concert with Kathryn Bostic’s tone poem, Portrait of a Peaceful
Warrior, a work that she wrote in honor of those who have and continue to
work to progress humanity toward peace and justice. We continue with Franz
Liszt’s Second Piano Concerto, featuring the incredible, Dr. Baya Kakouberi.
This creative work takes a single melody and transforms it throughout the work,
but do not for a second think this might lessen the impact of this beautiful work.
The flow of tension from beginning to end is dazzling and poetic, all at once.
The concert concludes with the thrilling Symphonic Dances, by Nowegian
nationalist composer, Edvard Grieg. These dances are inspired by Norwegian
folk songs and feature the lively and the subdued. It is a fun and accessible
piece for all, both audience and performers.
Thank you so much for joining us today. We are deeply grateful for your support
and honored you chose to spend the afternoon with us. Please take a moment
today to “Like” our Facebook page so that you will see our upcoming events,
including our special holiday concerts this year that feature performances at
both Northpark and Redbird! The NTSO is the premier community orchestra
of Dallas and, as such, we strive to model the accessibility of orchestral music
to all people. Remember, our concerts are free for all to attend—spread the
word!
Best,

Dr. Kathryn D. “Cathy” Brown
NTSO Founder and Artistic Director

ABOUT US
The New Texas Symphony Orchestra is the Premier Community Orchestra
of Dallas. Located in proximity to the vibrant Performing Arts District,
this civic orchestra provides both performers and audiences inspired
opportunities to play and enjoy great symphonic music. We are an allvolunteer, non-profit performing arts group.

MISSION AND VISION

The mission of the NTSO is to enrich the greater Dallas communities. We
offer inspiration and entertainment by connecting the patrons of North
Texas with live symphonic music.
The vision of the NTSO is to perform dynamic music that inspires and
educates the community at large while nurturing the musicianship of the
orchestra players.

CORE VALUES:

We are committed to:

•
•
•

Sharing the joy of live performance between players and audience;

•

Empowering our players by providing an atmosphere where musical
growth is encouraged;

•

Performing a variety of quality music with excellence;
Fostering a sense of pride in musical and personal contributions
and accomplishments through maintaining and improving our
musicianship;

Promoting ideals of amateur music making as adults, thereby
inspiring a place to have fun and enjoy an escape from the routines
of modern life.

WELCOME BACK!
We are so delighted to be back performing for you
this afternoon. Our 2021-2022 season is entitled
RENEWAL…What an appropriate title after the
many challenges that Covid -19 brought. Not only
did we all have challenges, we had growth. We
learned how to push ourselves in arduous ways,
and we became more determined and persistent
to give you our very best. Our players have shown
such grace and tenacity.
The three concert season begins with:

IMAGINATION - NTSO prides itself in the ability to be creative,
inventive, and artistic.

REVOLUTION - Our

second concert is inspired by change and reform.

CELEBRATION - Finally this concert will create excitement and
commentate how we’ve globally journeyed together.
Check out our website @ ntso.org and see what’s happening next.
NTSO began offering FREE Concerts for All at our 18th Season. This
initiative was created to remove any financial burden to attending a Live,
professional symphonic concert. We want to keep our concerts FREE for
all, AND we need your financial support to do this. Your contributions are
tax deductible. We accept cash, checks, credit cards at our info table in the
lobby, OR you can visit us at NTSO.org/support/donate
Enjoy the performance
Angela Turner
NTSO Board Chair 2021

The mission of the NTSO is to enrich the greater Dallas communities.
We offer inspiration and entertainment by connecting the patrons
of North Texas with live symphonic music.
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DR. KATHRYN D. “CATHY” BROWN

Founder and Artistic Director of the New
Texas Symphony Orchestra, Cathy started
the NTSO in 2004 with a dream that was
two-fold: to give amateur and volunteer
musicians an opportunity to play in a full
orchestra setting within the City of Dallas,
and to share in the excitement and improved
quality of life that comes from being a part
of music played for the love of it. The NTSO
is a splendid occasion for both musicians
and audiences to experience the passion and
diligence behind making and experiencing
great music.
Dr. Brown’s goal is for everyone to recognize the accessibility and positive
impact of orchestral music. She strives to create a space that is welcoming
and exciting, while honoring long-standing orchestral traditions. Her love
of music radiates the moment she steps on the podium. The leadership,
fellowship, and passion she offers the orchestra is a significant part of what
makes this performing arts group unique.
Dr. Brown holds a Master of Music Education from The University of Texas
at Arlington. She completed her doctorate through Boston University with
a focus on community music and lifelong music making. In addition to
leading the NTSO, Dr. Brown is a Music Professor at Dallas College Cedar
Valley Campus. She is an active clinician and adjudicator in the DFW
area, and holds memberships with the Conductors Guild, The College
Music Society, Texas Music Educators Association, and Sigma Alpha Iota,
professional music fraternity for women.
Previous conducting positions include Director of Orchestra for Cathedral
of Hope UCC and Artistic Director for The Women’s Chorus of Dallas.
Conducting appearances feature events in Grand Rapids, Fort Lauderdale,
Washington D.C., and Toronto, Canada. Brown is honored to have worked
with Dallas Symphony Musicians Gary Levinson, Jolyon Pegis, and Maria
Schleuning, international pianist, Dr. Baya Kakouberi, national artists
Kristin Chenoweth, Sam Harris, and Marvin Matthews, and many local
favorites, including Denise Lee, Liz Mikel, and pianist Arlington Jones.

THOMAS KEELEY, Concertmaster

Originally from Las Vegas, Thomas relocated
to Dallas after graduating from college. He
earned a Bachelor of Arts from the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) in 2010 and is
currently pursuing a dual master’s degree in
music education and violin performance at
the University of Texas, Arlington. Thomas
also proudly serves as Concertmaster and
Personnel Manager for the NTSO.
While part of the UNLV Symphony, Thomas
sat as principal second violin and also
served as associate concertmaster. He filled
the role of concertmaster for the Opera and
Conductor’s Lab orchestras at UNLV as well. Thomas can also say he had
the opportunity to play directly under the baton of Itzhak Perlman for a
life-changing performance of Beethoven 7. Additionally, Thomas toured
with the UNLV Quartet and Chamber Orchestra, during which time he was
a guest soloist and instructor at the Uintah School of Music and the Arts.
Thomas went on to become the founding director of the String Explorers
orchestra at DAAYO (Dallas Asian American Youth Orchestra) and worked
as a string clinician and private lesson teacher for Richardson ISD.
Throughout Mr. Keeley’s career, he has enjoyed opportunities had to
collaborate with some of DFW’s finest arts organizations. He played with the
Sherman Symphony Orchestra, the Greater Texoma Orchestra, the Turtle
Creek Chorale, as well as Uptown Players for several musical productions
including Fiddler on the Roof, Bright Star, Young Frankenstein, Shrek! The
Musical, The Phantom of the Opera. Most recently Thomas played in the
pit for the world premiere of Larry Gatlin’s “Quanah” at Lyric Stage.

DR. DAREDJAN BAYA KAKOUBERI, Pianist

Hailed as a “treat to watch and hear,” Dr.
Kakouberi was born in Tbilisi, Georgia, and
made her debut at the age of eleven. After
graduating from Tbilisi Special School of Music
for the Talented and Gifted, she entered the
Moscow Conservatory, where she continued
her studies at the Master and Doctoral
levels under the tutelage of Professor Sergei
Dorenski, and Tchaikovsky Competition Gold
Medalist, Vladimir Krainev.
Her performances have included events
around the world, including Strings Music
Festival, Steamboat Springs, CO, Nancyphiles
Festival in Nancy, France, and a solo recital at the request of the San
Antonio International Piano Competition. Dr. Kakouberi is an annual
artist at the Musical Bridges Around the World series in San Antonio,
where she is a key participant in the city’s all-inclusive Brahms and
Beethoven Festival. As a chamber performer Dr. Kakouberi made her
debut at Carnegie Weill Recital Hall in New York and has returned to that
venue for the CMRF annual gala concert.
Dr. Kakouberi has been recognized and awarded numerous honors
including the “Woman Extraordinaire” award from Business Leader
Magazine, the coveted International Ambassador for Cultural Exchange
Award from Southern Methodist University, and an appointment to
present Master Classes at the leading conservatories in Mainland China.
In an unprecedented project, Dr. Kakouberi recorded the three books
of the Russian Piano Technique, based on the teachings of Professor
Nikolaev, to be used in practice and performance techniques for students
of all levels. She also collaborated with violinist Gary Levinson in the
recording of the complete sonatas for piano and violin by Beethoven. This
project was spearheaded by the Classical Music Recording Foundation
and was released as a four-disc set in 2012.
Dr. Kakouberi is currently the Artistic Director of the Blue Candlelight
Music Series in Dallas, where she enjoys collaboration with internationally
renowned artists.
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PROGRAM
NTSO Fall Concert - RENEW: IMAGINATION

October 17, 3:00 pm
Dr. Kathryn D. Brown, Conductor

PORTRAIT OF A PEACEFUL WARRIOR

Kathryn Bostic

(Approximate duration 4 minutes)

PIANO CONCERTO NO. 2 IN A MAJOR, S. 125

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)

DR. BAYA KAKOUBERI, PIANO
Adagio sostenuto assai—Allegro agitato assai—Allegro moderato—
Allegro deciso—Marziale un poco meno allegro—Allegro animato
(Approximate duration 20 minutes)

INTERMISSION
SYMPHONIC DANCES, OP. 64		

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)

I. Allegro moderato e marcarto
II. Allegro grazioso
III. Allegro giocoso
IV. Andante - Allegro molto e risoluto
(Approximate duration 30 minutes)

No photography or recording of any type is allowed during the concert.
However, please take photos and post to social media before the concert
begins and at intermission. We want you to fully immerse yourself in the
musical experience once the music starts!
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NTSO PROGRAM NOTES
KATHRYN BOSTIC, PORTRAIT OF A PEACEFUL WARRIOR
Composer and singer/songwriter Kathryn Bostic is known for her original
work on film, TV, theater, and symphonic music. Emmy-nominated for
her score in the award winning films “Amy Tan: Unintended Memoir” and
“Toni Morrison- The Pieces I am,” she is a recipient of many fellowships
and awards, including the prestigious Sundance Time Warner Fellowship,
Sundance Fellowship for Feature Film Scoring, Sundance/Skywalker
Documentary Film Scoring, African American Film Critics Award for Best
Music in Film, BMI Conducting Fellowship, and Society of Composers and
Lyricists “Outstanding Music for Independent Feature Film.” Kathryn was
the Vice President of the Alliance for Women Film Composers from 20162018. A member of the Television Academy of Arts and Sciences, Bostic
became the first female African American score composer in the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences in 2016.
Portrait of a Peaceful Warrior is a short tone poem scored for brass and
percussion that was commissioned by the Chicago Sinfonietta and first
performed in 2020. It is celebratory in nature, but also takes us through
some times of challenge and reflection. Bostic describes the work as a
“tribute to the vast and diverse voices of humanity coming together to stand
up for justice, equality, inclusion, and human rights. Our common ground
of progress through Peace!”
Brief biography from kathrynbostic.com website.

LISZT, PIANO CONCERTO NO. 2 IN A MAJOR, S. 125
Featured artist: Dr. Baya Kakouberi, piano

Hungarian composer and pianist, Franz Liszt, was born in 1811 and died in
1886. Known for his flamboyant and passionate performances as a pianist,
Liszt is also highly regarded as one of the more influential composers of
Romantic Era. Outside of his two piano concerti, Liszt’s orchestral music
is not well known or often played, but as a pianist, conductor, advisor, and
encourager, he acted as a seminal figure for Romanticism.
Liszt created the first draft of the second piano concerto in 1839, then put
it away for ten years. After many modifications and much scrutiny, he
completed the fourth and final revision in 1861. He dedicated this piece
to his pupil, Hans von Bronsart, who gave the first performance with Liszt
conducting in 1857.
Liszt originally named this work Concerto symphonique, and the piece
kept that title until it was published by Schott in Mainz in 1863. Liszt’s
interest in the original title and the concept shows in the work itself,
through his use of thematic metamorphosis that runs throughout. One
American critic even suggested a subtitle for it—"The Life and Adventures
of a Melody.” One theme recurs throughout as Liszt manages to transform
it into numerous subthemes. There are no clear alignments with what one
would expect from the separate movements of a concerto, but there are
many shifts of mood within. The movement through these interesting and
inventive transformations is the flow to follow.
While not as flashy as the first piano concerto, the second gives us much
to appreciate—Liszt seamlessly veers our attention from the dreamy to
the fitful to the tender to the decisive without ever letting the overarching
tension of the music lapse. Because of the sensitivity needed to keep this
ebb and flow of tension throughout, one author stated that the Second
Concerto is for poets only—much beyond the simple flourish of the music,
to the heart of the soloist and musicians. Not to worry, though, there is still
plenty of flash in this well-loved concerto.

EDVARD GRIEG, SYMPHONIC DANCES, OP. 64
Norwegian composer, Edvard Grieg, was born and died in Bergen, Norway
(1873-1907). The fourth of five children, Grieg was born into a middle-class
family with a long tradition of work in commerce. His mother was a poet
as well as a good pianist and started Edvard on piano lessons at the age of

six. At age fifteen, Grieg met legendary Norwegian violinist, Ole Bull, who
saw Grieg’s gifts and began to instill in him a love for the music of his native
land. After studying (unhappily) at the Leipzig Conservatory, Grieg returned
home to a more informal education and to find his way to his own style.
It was Franz Liszt, known to be sensitive to original talent, who helped
bring Grieg to the forefront in 1868, when he invited the Norwegian to visit
him in Rome. Liszt assisted with a government grant to facilitate Grieg’s
travel to Rome, and Liszt introduced him and complimented him on his
violin sonata, then proceeded to astonish with the playing of both the solo
and accompaniment simultaneously at one of Liszt's famed piano classes.
Grieg’s music was celebrated throughout the 1870s and 1880s and he
was supported by an annual stipend by the Norwegian government. He
conducted and appeared as a pianist frequently in those times. Grieg’s
music is accessible and charming, and he became Norway’s voice through
his music, creating a purely Norwegian national style.
The Symphonic Dances, composed 1896-1898, was inspired by a collection
of folk songs collected by fellow Norwegian composer Ludvig Mathias
Lindemann. Although the Symphonic Dances was originally written
for piano four hands, Grieg orchestrated the work soon after. This work
is an exceptional example of Grieg’s universal appeal through his use of
traditional and original Norwegian folk music and orchestrations that are
energized and inspiring.
The opening dance has a celebratory and lively character in the outer
sections with a middle section that is gentler and more exotic. This dance
evokes the vigorous Halling, a Norwegian rural dance for couples where the
men do a lot of leaping, kicking, and other acrobatic stunts to show off for
their partners. The second dance is also a Halling but is tranquil, while also
in an atmosphere of confidence and joy.
A spring dance for couples is the basis for the third dance. Initially subdued,
the dance turns festive and vigorous before entering into a calm middle
section. The final movement is based on two folk tunes: Saag du nokke
Kjoeringa mi? (“Have you seen my wife?”) and Brulaatten (“Bridal March”)
of the Valdres region. The dark march in the opening and the contrasting
pastoral middle section is quite striking.
Program notes collected and written by Dr. Kathryn D. Brown

LET THE MUSIC BE HEARD!
Without the contributions of our many supporters, patrons, and players, the
music of the NTSO would not be heard. Your generous donations enable us to
provide symphonic music to the community we love and serve. Help us make some
powerful noise in the Dallas music community by becoming a contributor at one of
the dynamic donation levels below.
Please visit our website at www.ntso.org to submit a contribution or mail to:
The New Texas Symphony Orchestra, Attn: Treasurer
3630 Harry Hines Boulevard #35
Dallas, Texas 75219-3201

CRESCENDO LEVELS
PIANISSIMO Up to $99

Patrons in this group are fans of the Orchestra. They are many and they marshal
a quiet but distinct influence. They recruit friends, volunteer time, and are usually
the first to arrive at an event. Without donors like you, the New Texas Symphony
Orchestra would fall silent.

PIANO $100 - $249

If you give at this level, you have chosen to further support a cause that you believe
in. You understand the mission and vision of the Orchestra and insist that it succeed.
Without you, the New Texas Symphony Orchestra’s mission and vision are muted.

MEZZO-PIANO $250-499

Members of this group believe that worthy causes and organizations deserve
public support, and you understand the value of music and its myriad benefits.
You have chosen the New Texas Symphony Orchestra. Without you, the dreams
of many are diminished.

MEZZO-FORTE $500-$999

Your enthusiastic support allows the Orchestra to look decisively toward the future,
making plans to grow both musically and by reputation. It allows the Orchestra to
take the time and effort to challenge itself musically. As the New Texas Symphony
Orchestra makes more noise in the community, you are proud of your association.
Without you, the exciting hoped-for sounds of the future will fade.

FORTE $1000 - $4999

Your generosity establishes you as a deeply valued friend. Simply put, it tells the
community that you are willing to display your values. You have the ability to
demonstrate leadership. Without you, the world will not hear the New Texas
Symphony Orchestra.

FORTISSIMO $5000 and up

As individual and corporate sponsors, you are proud to call the New Texas
Symphony Orchestra your family. You hold the Orchestra in high esteem, and with
your support, its music resounds in every space and reaches the highest rafter.
With you, the New Texas Symphony Orchestra’s vision, mission, and dreams can
fully CRESCENDO.

2020-2021 SUSTAINERS
FORTE ($1000+)

Dr. Kathryn D. Brown+
Ryan Tatum+
JW Wylie and Charlotte Duke+
Richard Sears+

MEZZO-FORTE ($500+)

Focal Point Eyecare+
Barbara Moore+
Vicky Suárez+
Michael Stinnett and Felipe Resendiz+
Francesca Wright+

MEZZO-PIANO ($250+)

Erin Fox Wells+
Stephen Murphy+
Kyle Rosenquist+
Alex and Nancy Bouthilet+
Jill and Toby Prangnell+
Jeff Rowland and Mary Beth Vono+
Leonardo Orta+
Marta Abele

PIANO ($100+)

Marianne de Chastelaine+
Lillian Hernandez+
Regina Parker
Erin Horne+
Anne Brown
Jerry Wayne+
Robin Byrd+
Michael J. Carey+

Karl Lewis+
Tara Richter+
Nathan Threlkeld+
Nowell Gatica+
Alexis Reichman+
Jessica Simpson+
Jaime Rosario+
Bethany Nguyen+

PIANISSIMO (up to $99)

Carson Nunnally+
John Perez and Jim Hertwig
Le Tang
Servando Rawson
Ryan Popp
Brenda Popp
Sumner Popp
Celene Mitchell+
+NTSO player, staff, board

CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF FORT WORTH 34TH SEASON
“IN CELEBRATION OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT”

GARY LEVINSON - ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
The 7 concert series which is performed in the auditorium of the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth
is dedicated to creative programming and outstanding artists

FOR TICKETS AND CONCERT INFORMATION TO HEAR THESE CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED CONCERTS
www.chambermusicfw.org OR 817-877-3003

